How Open Source Software
works for me
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Stew Bottorf,
FOSS and Linux SIG Facilitator

Personal Introduction
CP/M, Apple, DOS, Mac, Linux & Windows
Computers
Long-time TBCS Member
Windows and Windows Server Support Tech.

- Pinellas County Schools
- Clearwater Central Catholic High School

Novell CNE

Windows Troubleshooting, Training, etc.
Microsoft Office Training(through OfficeXP)
Network Administrator

Linux Computing

More than 15 years ago
| first tried Linux

Joined SLUG

Assisted at the old
TBCS Linux SIG

Kept a Linux desktop
system for testing.

When | retired | went
full Linux at home.
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Software Sources

pre-Internet times

- bundled software (Wordstar, etc)

- purchased software

- hacked originals (get it from a friend)

- shareware (I actually paid people)

- freeware (Real Player, Adobe Acrobat)
Internet era

- began to see open source offerings
- different kinds of open source licenses
GNU or some less tidy
- more bundled software (McAfee, Norton AV)
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5 items behind the scenes
. Richard Stallman & Free Software Assn.

2 kinds of free -
-- free beer
-- freedom to use, change & rejslibl
Berkley software development BSD (UNIX)
Linus Torvalds & Linux
Steve Jobs & Mac
Bill Gates & Microsoft ruled the PC desktop

“RevolutionOS” documentary movie
“The Cathedral and the Bazaar” book




Freedom
includes...

Worldwide support.

Split tasks into packages each managed by a team
volunteer “maintainers” who are proud doing their
best work at no charde peer thing).

Offer ongoing email support to users worldwide.
Program code is freely available.

Ongoing education campaign against closed-sourc
software within the user community.

FOSS & Linux SIGs

FOSS - afternoon SIG where we uncovered some
interesting operating systems, and applications for
Windows and Linux. Over 4% years we became
more Linux and less Windows.

Linux — evening SIG — several members are now
running Linux on their computers or dual booting
Windows / Linux. So far our favorite is: LinuxMint.

Website to assist people looking toward FOSS
http://fosssig.com

Open Source software | currently use

LinuxMint - OS
Firefox - browser

DIA - Diagram editor
Kompozer - html edits

Thunderbird - email Chromium - browser

Spen-Officenow Remmina - VNC Tool
Libre Office Transmission - torrent
VLC - media player tool

Audacity - audio
recording

K3B - disk burning

Wine - to run some

Gimp - Graphic Editor Windows programs

Open Source (Windows)

DIA - Diagram editor

Firefox - browser Kompozer - html

Thunderbird - emaill edits

Chromium - browser
Libre Office
VLC - media player

Audacity - audio

recording K3B - disk burning

Gimp - Graphic
Editor

Open Office / Libre Office
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In defense of OO

1 was informed our June TBCS monthly
presentation contained numerous [flames about
~ Open Office saying “it sucks.” First off, this is
not nice talk and hardly true. The presenter was
and is a friend and former Microsoft employee: .
Chuck Oppermann, Y = .

& 1 began the FOSS SIG more than four years ago 5 [ " ]ﬁ : ~
as a personal quest to encourage members to use
the zero cost software I've been using for years.

. In the DOS days we called it shareware or free-

ware. Some of this software is copyrighted and
- others are in various degrees of open source.

OpenOffice SUCKS

Formerly I was a Microsoft hater but that is past. For twenty plus years my income came supporting,
Windows networks with hundreds of proprietary software licenses including Microsoft Office. I knew
MS Office well and coached people to use it effectively. In a school environment software licensing
costs are drastically discounted and were well within our budget.

< >
Pagel/1 | Defaule | Engiishusa) [Nkt [sTD =] | |poom [o—+—e—— @ [100%




iase Math

12711

0573111
"

m osr27111
052511 o512/

' B |8 & o=J = \‘I LibreOffice 3

o The Document Foundation

(8- @A @ e@BiBr a6 @l a-e)
Bi= | ©1w ¢ e s
Normal | Outline | Notes | Handout [Slide Sorter| ~|[Tasks View - X
1 Hom open saure s ftare 2 [~} Er:;;:::ages
T
| i — — Open Office / Libre Office —
e e o | « reads and writes to old and new Microsoft formats
. B B rr— Eroc———— « can be downloaded and installed for no cost
' ] i | * no registration is required
(= | * make copies to give to your friends
pee siges b siaes s ; + training curve is short compared to new MS Office
- 1 . S e unique OO features:
= —_— depeiomizat | one-click exports to PDF files
_ 2 equal OO versions for Mac, Linux and Windows
=k — | default file saving in universal ODF (open doc formats)
|

Positi
|E| Islide1a /19| ytworid | |

Timeout for a FOSS / Linux break

@ Linux Mint

@ |ibreOffice Impress

@ Firefox ,

@ PDF Viewer 60 "’?(GE y

» Wine and IP2 150t free o
=) ¢
o L

.

In Open Source
Free does not mean inferior quality!




http://fosssig.com The Future and Thanks

Is the desktop and notebook computer obsolete?
Will we find all applications in the cloud?

Will we do our computing with smart-phones and
inexpensive Android tablets? Or will we need iPads
or WindowsPads? And will it make any difference?

Thanks for listening and please plan to attend
a FOSS and/or a Linux SIG meeting! /




