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Happy December! I hope Santa brings you computing toys for 2009. You supply the toys and
allow free and open source software to save you tons of money. 

As promised last month, in this issue I'm outlining steps to build an online website for less than
$25 a year. Put your group online or show-off family photos inexpensively. To do this we must
to accomplish three tasks: 

    1. get software to build the website 
    2. register an online domain 
    3. purchase a web hosting service

 

KompoZer
  
KompoZer
KompoZer   is the successor to the handy NVU editor. NVU is no longer being updated and the
KompoZer folks have added some bells and whistles to the solid Mozilla / NVU HTML editor.
Make an new folder on your computer desktop (called website?) and store all your pages there
prior to upload (this idea makes a local backup of your online website). I also make an “images”
subdirectory inside this folder to keep things neat. KompoZer is easy to navigate but if you have
questions check this helpful site  . KompoZer is open source software, its cost is
free and versions exist for Windows, Mac and Linux. Be sure your home page is saved as
index.html or index.htm 
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http://kompozer.net
http://www.thesitewizard.com/gettingstarted/kompozer-tutorial-1.shtml
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GoDaddyDomain RegistrarWhat will you name your site? Its hard finding names not already registered but that is yourtask. Try your own name but avoid hyphens in domain names cause they are hard tocommunicate to others. GoDaddy   is a reliable domain registrar where you can explore thepossibilities (they even help you with suggestions). Remember you are signing up to have apublic name on the Internet for a period of one year. You pay $10 per year for dot-com anddot-net domains. Do not buy anything else at GoDaddy (and they do tempt you at checkout withadditional web services). Save all paperwork and write down all passwords cause you'll needthem later. Beware, there are unscrupulous web registrars / hosts. Use GoDaddy and be safe.
3ix LogoWeb HostI've found 3ix   to be the best value in Web hosting. Their “Excite” service costs $12 per year(click the 3ix link above to see all the features included). You must know the domain nameregistered at GoDaddy when you order 3ix service. 3ix sends you important email with defaultpasswords and important IP and nameserver information. Save this paperwork too. At 3ix youhost on highly reliable Apache servers, another open source product. Apache runs moreInternet sites than any other webserver. This sits atop Red Hat Linux, the Cadillac of Linux. 

ConfigurationYou must now go into your domain account at GoDaddy and set the nameserver addresses tothe information sent from 3ix. On GoDaddy you first unlock the domain, change the twonameserver addresses and then re lock the domain. Remember it takes up to two days for yoursite information to fully propagate over the Internet. Look over web hosting options using the 3ix C Panel. Feel free to read online help files andsetup email accounts. A very nice thing about 3ix is you can upload files using an IP addressbefore your site has propagated across the Internet. Create an images folder in the public_html directory using the C Panel or KompoZer. YourHTML files should be uploaded only into the public_html directory. KompoZer has a handybuilt-in publish utility where you set this information. Practice with one file till you get the transferconfigured correctly. Only then upload the whole site. You must use upper and lower caseletters properly in file names (I find it easiest to use only lower case letters for all upload files).  See the result on my friend's Palm Harbor Crystalaires website  . This site used onlyKompoZer (with added JavaScript), the domain was registered at GoDaddy and is hosted by3ix. Total cost was $22.09 There is much more you may do with the 3ix site. You can run content management, SQL, PHPservices, etc. They even have a free shopping cart so you can sell online and you can giveaway 20 free email addresses. This FOSS-SIG website uses the GoDaddy and 3ix setupexplained here with content-managed open-source Joomla design. 

January FOSS FLAPFor the January issue I plan to review the new Open Office 3.0.x  Recent improvements to thisfree office suite now make OO the universal office alternative for everyone (Windows, Mac andLinux users). What is the FOSS-SIG? 

The FOSS-SIG is a TBCS special interest group that advocates the use of free and opensource software. We meet at the TBCS Resource Center the last Thursday of each month from1:00 to 3:00 PM skipping November and December meetings (holiday weeks). We broadcastlive, check the TBCS website for live and recorded meeting links. Please plan to join us January29th for the next meeting. Our website at http://fosssig.com   includes content from past meetings, upcoming agendas,"FOSS Finder Links" to locate open source programs, items awaiting review (on the backburner) and much more. Please visit the website and make suggestions.© 2008 by TBCS and Stew Bottorf
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http://godaddy.com
http://www.3ix.org/one_dollar_web_hosting.php
http://crystalaires.com
/

